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guished " upland cultivation with oats" from " lowland
cultivation with wheat " by different shades of yellow, and
later surveyors introduced additional types. The shade
of yellow represented, however, not only the land actually
under wheat, but the whole area where wheat could, pre-
sumably, be grown. Eventually it was proposed, by hatching
green upon yellow, to indicate the approximate percentage of
permanent pasture in the farm land, and thus to distinguish,
for instance, the Midlands and West of England, where
pasture largely preponderates, from East Anglia, where much
the greater area is arable. This proposal, certainly a good one,
was never carried out because the publication of the primary
survey maps came to an end. Further differentiation of
cultivated land could and should be made in mapping areas
in which it bulks largely.
The absence of any hope of completing a series for the
whole country within any reasonable period, partly because
of the expense of publication and partly because the interest
of ecologists became more concentrated on special problems,
together with the facts that the published maps are on
different scales, employ to some extent different colours,
and appeared in forms not readily accessible to the public,
rather seriously detract from their general usefulness. The
primary surveyors, however, did yeoman service to our
knowledge of British vegetation. They began the modem
systematic study of vegetation in this country, they formed
the first organisation for its promotion, and they provided
the essential basis for the general treatment published in
Types of British Vegetation. It may be possible in the
future to revive the aim of a complete series of primary
survey maps of the vegetation on a uniform scheme, if
interest in this particular type of work should again be
aroused in adequate measure. In the opinion of the author
there is no better tailing in the practical study of vegetation
than the work of primary survey, just as there is no better
training in field geology than geological mapping.